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The American Senate, invested as it is with
wide executive power, has to work through
Standing Committees. Each Standing Com-
mittee is entrusted with the duty of preparing
for disposal a special section of the Senate's
work. Thus the Standing Finance Committee
looks after all matters affecting finance- The
most important of these committees is the
Foreign Relations Committee. Its president
is always a distinguished Senator, who shares
with the President the control of Foreign
Policy. President Wilson says:
c Its [the Senate's] Standing Committees
have a very great influence upon the action of
the Senate. The Senate is naturally always
inclined to listen to their advice, for each
committee necessarily knows much more
about the subjects assigned to it for con-
sideration than the rest of the Senators can
know/*
The history of President Wilson's own ad-
ministration provides the most apt illustra-
tion of the power of the committees of the
Senate. The Peace Treaties of 1919 and the
Covenant of the League of Nations, worked out
* Wilson, The State, p. 360,